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. S UMMARY

The U.S. Environmenta Protection Agency's Great Lakes National Program Office (GLNPO) isinviting
submissions of Proposals for innovative projects furthering protection and clean up of the Greet Lakes
ecosystem. The deadline for Proposdsis February 15, 2002. We are targeting atotal of $2.9 million to
award in the summer and fal of FY 2002 for Great Lakes projects pertaining to:

Contaminated Sediments - $1,400,000

Pollution Prevention and Reduction (Binationa Toxics Strategy) - $500,000

Ecological (Habitat) Protection and Restoration - $450,000

Invasive Species - $300,000

Habitat Indicator Development - $150,000

Strategic or Emerging Issues - $100,000

Proposaswill be evaluated through the process described in this document, using both the Generd Criteria
described in Section V and the applicable Specific Criteria described in Section VI. Work under these
awards would generaly be done during FY 2003.

Applicants should submit Proposals using the PSS2002 software available from thiswebsite. We request that
you aso regigter with us now, so that we can update you on our funding process, any changed deadlines, and
work we are doing to alow applicants to apply online.

Appendices to this document include “ Line-by-Line’ Ingtructions to PSS2002 Data Entry, a description of the
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Great Lakes Strategy 2001, alisting of key USEPA Contacts, and a description of other GLNPO activities
and funding.
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II. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

About GLNPO. USEPA's Gresat Lakes National Program Office oversees and coordinates United States
responsbilities under the Great Lakes Water Quaity Agreement, bringing together Federd  tate, triba, locd,
and industry partnersin an integrated, ecosystem approach to protect, maintain, and restore the chemicd,
biological, and physical integrity of the Great Lakes Basin ecosystem. The program devel ops and monitors

L ake ecosystemn indicators; manages and provides public access to Great Lakes data; helps communities
address contaminated sediments in their harbors; supports loca protection and restoration of important
habitats; promotes pollution prevention through activities and projects such as the Canada-U.S. Binationa
Toxics Strategy (GLBTS); explores emerging or strategic Great Lakes issues; and provides assstance for
community-based Remedid Action Plans (RAPs) for Areas of Concern and for Lakewide Management Plans
(LaMPs). GLNPO has a g&ff of about 40 located in Chicago, lllinois, and an annua budget of about $15
million.. The 600 some GLNPO projects totaling $58 million funded between 1993 and 2001 are summarized
at hitp:/Mmww.epa.gov/alnpo/fund).

Development of this Request for Proposals. Work done in development of the draft Grest Lakes
Strategy 2001 informed criteria revisons for this Request for Proposals. The draft Strategy is being developed
cooperatively by the Federa, State, and Triba members of the U.S. Policy Committee, with the consultation
of the Great Lakes public. It describes objectives, measures, and activities by State, triba, and federa
partners working together to protect and restore the chemica, physical, and biological integrity of the Great
Lakes Basin ecosystem. Once gpproved, the full Strategy will be available from:
http://Mmww.epagov/glnpo/glsindex.html “LaMPs 2000" informed Lake-specific gods in both the Strategy
and this Request for Proposals. Genera funding priorities and targets for this Great Lakes Request for
Proposals were derived from USEPA's Congressiondly approved budget. Development of that budget
began in 2000.

Partner input to the Great Lakes Strategy verifies the importance of GLNPO drategically focusing on toxics
reduction and biodiversity, Invasive Species, Strategic or Emerging Issues and furthering work begun through
the State of the Lakes Ecosystern Conferences to develop Indicators necessary and sufficient to easily
understood and objectively represent the condition of the Gresat Lakes ecosystern components. Each of these
topicsisafunding area described in Part V1 of this Request for Proposals.

FY 2001 Funding Recap. InFY 2001, GLNPO natified potentia applicants that it was seeking Proposals
for atota of $3.15 million in the priority areas of: Contaminated Sediments, Habitat Protection and
Regtoration; Pollution Prevention; Assessment/Indicators; Invasive Species, and Emerging or Strategic |ssues.

In response, 130 applicants submitted 242 Proposals, seeking $27 million in funding. On May 15th, 38
applicants were asked to submit application packages for 42 projects
<http:/Mmww.epa.gov/alnpo/fund/2001fund/yedist.html > totaling $3.12 million. All of those projects has been,
or is expected to be, awarded. The “success rate”’ for Proposals submitted in FY 2001 was 17 %, higher than
the 14% success rate in FY 2000, but lower than the success rate of 23% in FY 1999.
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I11. APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS, ELIGIBILITY, ETC.

Getting Started. Please register now at <http://Mmww.epa.gov/glnpo/fund/2002guid/register.html>, so that
we can update you on our funding process, including any changes to deadlines. There are 4 steps you must
take to submit a Proposd:

1. Get the free PSS2002 software <http://www.epa.gov/glnpo/fund/2002gui d/pss2002/index.html >

2. Read and follow ingructions.

3. Enter and edit your Proposal submission.

4. Complete and submit your Proposdl.

Developing Proposals. Proposals should be developed using the GLNPO Proposal Submission System
(PSS2002) available from: <http://Mmww.epa.gov/glnpo/fund/2002guid/pss2002/index.ntml> . Please read the
ingructions for getting Started and for using PSS2002. We encourage you to cal Tony Kizlauskas (312-
353-8773) or Pranas Pranckevicius (312-353-3437) for technical assistance or if you do not have access to
aPC. PSS2002 does not work on Macintosh computers.

Proposal Format. PSS2002 generates the correct format. Proposals examples are available at
http://mww.epa.gov/grtlakes/fund/mode submishtml  For your convenience, Appendix | gives “line-by ling’
ingtructions for the required Proposal components, alowing you to compose your work off line, then copy
and paste it into the program. PSS2002 limits your Proposd to about five pages.

Eligibility. Assstance (through grants, cooperative agreements, and interagency agreements) isavailable
pursuant to Clean Water Act 8104(b)(3) for activitiesin the Great Lakes Basin and in support of the Grest
Lakes Water Quality Agreement. State pollution control agencies, interstate agencies, other public or
nonprofit private agencies, inditutions, and organizations are digible; "for-profit” organizations are not.
Preferenceis given to US organizations over foreign organizations, however, proposas for coordinated,
binational projects are encouraged.

Ineligible Activities. Under this solicitation, GLNPO will not fund: "congtruction grant” projects; basic
research; land acquisition; education/outreach or conferences except asintegrated within alarger project; or
genera operating support.

Additional Fundsfor Existing Projects. Applicants seeking more funding under existing awards should go
through the Proposal process.

Budget/Project Schedule Considerations. In developing a Proposal, gpplicants should consider that they
must provide a Non-Federa Match of at least 5% of the totd project cost, which may be provided in cash or
in-kind.. Applicants should aso congder the Federd requirement that projects involving data collection
require an approved Quality Assurance Project Plan prior to commencing environmental data
collection - extrafunds and extra time may be needed for its development.
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Project Clarification/Revisions. Applicants may be contacted for clarification and for the purpose of
negotiating changesin project terms and amounts.

Confidentiality. We expect that gpplicants will only submit non-confidential information, since externd
reviewers asss in evauations and since information will be published on the Internet. 40 C.E.R. Part 2
discusses "public information,” including procedures for claiming confidentiaity (40 C.F.R. 88 2.203 and
2.204). Note that under Public Law No. 105-277, data produced under an award is subject to the Freedom
of Information Act.

Notification: We will confirm Proposa receipt within: (i) one week for E-Mail submissons or (i) two weeks
for regular mail. Contact avalos.elias@epa.gov if you do not receive a confirmation. Shortly after the
Proposa deadline, we will post Proposa information (including Applicant, Title, and GLNPO identification
number) at: http:/Mmww.epagov/alnpo/fund/glf.ntml. GLNPO will contact dl Applicants to tell them whether
or not they will be asked to submit Application Packages.

Deadlinefor Proposal Receipt: February 15, 2002.

Proposal Submission. Electronic submissons are required. Attach a copy of the datafile,
"APL2002.TPS," from the C:\PSS2002 subdirectory and e-mail it to: glnpo.funding@epagov . If sending a
disk, include the* APL2002.TPS’ file, and mail it to:

USEPA - GLNPO (G-17J)

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, lllinois 60604-3590

Attention: Elias Avaos

Multiple Proposals. If your organization submits multiple Proposa's and chooses to rank them, please use
PSS2002 to identify an overdl contact (including phone, e-mail, and address) and send asingle, coordinated
submitta. Ranking information could, instead, be sent by e-mail to avalos.dias@epa.gov . Individuds from
the following organizations have offered to serve astheir organizations contects.

- Indiana DEM: Kathy Luther (219-881-6730)

- Indiana DNR: Laurie Rounds (317-233-0132)

- Minnesota PCA: Pat Carey (218-723-4744)

- Minnesota DNR: Pat Callins (218-834-6612)

- Ohio EPA: Julie L etterhos (614-644-2871)

- Pennsylvania DEP: Kelly Burch (814-332-6816)

- Wisconsin DNR: Linda Tabot (608-266-8148)

- Army Corps of Engineers: Jan Miller (312-353-6354)

- Great Lakes Commission: Michael Donahue (734-665-9135)

- Argonne National Lab: Roger Anderson (630-252-6406)

- TNC: Lois Morrison (312-759-8017)
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V. PROCESSAND SCHEDULE

A broad solicitation of Proposdsis being done through direct mailings, natification in the Federa Regigter,
and Internet posting and announcements. GLNPO will screen Proposal's upon receipt to ensure they qualify
under both the Specific and Generd criteriain PartsV and VI. Reviewersinterna and externa to USEPA
will dso use those criteria to evauate the remaining Proposas. Evauations take into account an Applicant's
ranking of its Proposas and do not pendize Applicants for submitting multiple Proposds. Evauations will
take into account recommendations on specific needs and priorities of geographic areas within the Grest
Lakes, particularly those of Lakewide Management Plans or Initiatives for each of the Great Lakes and their
included geographic initiatives such as the Remedia Action Plansfor Areas of Concern (see the identified
prioritiesin Appendix | criteria). To obtain additiona information about those needs and priorities, applicants
are encouraged to consult with applicable USEPA gaff in GLNPO and in Regions 2, 3,and 5. (See
Appendix 1l for contact information.) GLNPO will contact al Applicantsto tell them whether or not they will
be asked to submit Assistance Application Packages with the SF-424 and attendant documentation
(Application Packages). Fina funding decisonswill be based upon the Application Packages. When
GLNPO isaware of gppropriate funding opportunities in other USEPA offices, GLNPO will pass Proposals
to those offices for their congideration.

The schedule for the remainder of this FY 2002 funding cycleis:

Deadline for Submissonof Proposals ... ... .o February 15
Proposd Reviews (internd andexternd) . .............. .. .. . i through May 9
ApplicantsNotified .. ... .. by May 10
ApplicationPackagesdue .. .........co i through July 15
Find DeCISONTAWAITS . . .. .o May-September 30

APPLICANTS FOR HABITAT AND INVASIVE SPECIES PLEASE NOTE: If your project is selected,
it may be funded and administered as part of a pass-through grant with an intermediary organization. See
Appendix 111 for additiond information.

V. GENERAL CRITERIA.

Does the project Proposal: (i) Sate a Rationale/Relevance/Bias for Action? (ii) Have Scientific/
Professional Merit? (iii) Demonstrate Innovation? (iv) Demonstrate Performance Capability? (V)
Involve Diverse Stakeholders? (vi) Have its Geographic Scope within the Great Lakes Basin? (vii)
Disseminate Results effectively? (viii) Outline an Appropriate Budget? (ix) Leverage additional
resources? (x) Most closely match GLNPO’s mission, instead of that of Other Funding Sources? We
especially welcome projects which address Environmental Justice and have community-based support.
Applicants with a history of performance problems (such as delays in completing quality system
documentation, delivering progress or final reports, or closeout documents) will receive less
consideration than Applicants with a good performance record.

6
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Rationale/Relevance/Biasfor Action: Funding will be directed to proposas showing the most potentid,
whether direct or indirect, to protect and/or restore the Great Lakes Basin ecosystem. Successful proposals
will explain how they address issues most relevant to Great Lakes policymakersin avaue-adding way or
result in practical activities which promise measurable progress to protect and/or restore the Great Lakes
Basn.

Scientific/Professional Merit: Soundness of gpproach isakey consgderation, including design, objectives,
and scientific viability of the project.

Innovation: We favor projects which do not duplicate prior efforts or which build upon prior effortsin
vaue-adding ways.

Perfor mance Capability: The experience and resources (including facilities, equipment, and instrumentation,
if applicable) of applicants should be shown to be appropriate to perform the work proposed. Applicants with
existing EPA projects should be up-to-date on reporting and other requirements.

Stakeholders: Plansto work with gppropriate partners and customers, for instance government agencies,
community groups, businesses, or stakeholders for Lakewide Management and Remedia Action Plans, will
be considered.

Geographic Scope: Projects which am to serve environmenta needs identified by Lakewide Management
and Remedid Action Plans will be considered on thisbads. Support from LaMP and/or RAP committees
will be consdered.

Disseminate Results: Plansto disseminate project results will be considered. Broad public dissemination
is favored.

Appropriate Budget: Applicants must suggest a budget reasonably in kegping with the level of work
proposed and with expected benefits.

L everaging. We favor projects which leverage additiona resources from other organizations.

Other Funding Sources. Projects for which funding could reasonably be expected from other sources will
receive less congderation. For example, $30 million of Nationa Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
funding is available through Great Lakes State programs for cleanup of contaminated Sites, sormwater
controls, wetland restoration, acquisition of greenways and buffers and other projects designed to control
polluted runoff and protect and restore coastal resources. Some of the the NOAA, US Fish and Wildlife
Service, Army Corps of Engineers, and Natural Resources Conservation Service and USEPA Gresat Lakes
funding opportunities are described in the 2002 Great Lakes Roadmap to Federad Funding Opportunities at <
http://Mmww.epa.gov/glnpo/fund/2002gui d/Roadmap2002b.pdf >.
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Environmental Justice isthefar treetment and meaningful involvement of dl people regardless of race,
color, nationd origin, or income with respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of
environmentd laws, regulations, and policies. Fair treetment means that no group of people, including racid,
ethnic, or socioeconomic groups, should bear a disproportionate share of the negetive environmenta
consequences resulting from indugtrid, municipd, and commercid operations or the execution of federd,
date, local, and tribal programs and policies.
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V1. SPECIFIC CRITERIA

Special consideration will be given to Lakewide Management Plan priorities for Contaminated
Sediments, Pollution Prevention and Reduction, and Ecological Protection and Restoration.

A. Contaminated Sediments - $1,400,000. GLNPO will provide funding, technica support, and vessdl
support to assist contaminated sediment work in priority geographic areasin the Great Lakes. GLNPO's
emphasis and ultimate objective isto assst in bringing about remediation of contaminated sediments at these
stes. GLNPO WILL NOT FUND BASIC RESEARCH FOCUSING ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF
TECHNOLOGIES FOR TREATING CONTAMINATED SEDIMENTS.

We are particularly interested in the following projects.

sediment assessments (chemicd, physica, biological) to better map contamination at aSite,

sediment assessment in areas where subsstence fishing is high.

data collection to better understand the rel ationship between contaminated sediments and fish residues.
data collection to support the development of risk/hazard assessments.

beneficia re-use of sediments, including associated human and ecological risk.

assessment of Binationa Toxics Strategy Priority Pollutantsin Great Lakes sediments.

assessment projects to determine benefits/impacts of remediation.

on the ground sediment remediation.

demondtrations of innovative sediment trestment technologies.

NNNNNNNNN

Evauations will aso consder the specific needs and priorities of geographic areas within the Greet Lakes,
particularly those of Lakewide Management Plans and geographic initiatives such as the Remedid Action
Plansfor Areas of Concern. Projects dedling with the following topics will receive grest consderation:

- Lake Erieand the S. Clair/Lake S. Clair/Detroit River basin. Projects addressng the chemicals
associated with the beneficid use impairments as identified by the Lake Erie LaMP (PCBs, mercury,
PAHSs, lead, chlordane, dioxins, DDE/DDT, mirex), with priority given to projects involving PCBs and
mercury.

- Lake Ontario, . Lawrence River, and Niagara River basins. Projects which address the critica
pollutants as identified in the 1998 Stage | Lake Ontario LaMP and/or the Niagara River Toxics
Management Plan and projects that protect or restore habitats within these basins.

- Lake Michigan basin. Projectsfor (i) the possible beneficia reuse of contaminated sediments and (i)
tools and models for public education and involvement in sediment cleanups.

- Lake Superior basin. Projects addressing either of the St. Louis River or St. Mary’ s River Areas Of
Concern (AOCs) and their directives to remove impairments of beneficia uses.

" Planning Target - the actual amount of funded projects may differ for reasonsincluding
budget changes mandated by law or executive order, Agency requirements related to devel opment of
annual operating plans, or the number and quality of meritorious, technically qualified Proposals.

9
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Project Sdlection Criteria.  GLNPO's Proposd evauation will seek a baance among sediments activities,
however, Proposdswill be prioritized in the following order: (i) on-the-ground cleanup, (ii) field work and
assessment, and (i) remedid design. All Proposa's submitted under this Section A will be evauated under
the Generd Criteria gpecified in Part V and the following Specific Criteria

A Avallability and assessment of basdline conditions for remediation proposals.

A Likdihood that remedid measures, induding enforcement, will result.

A Public outreach component of activity.

Contact: Marc Tuchman (312-353-1369/ tuchman.marc@epa.gov )

B. Pollution Prevention (Binational Toxics Strategy) - $500,000". GLNPO will
provide assstance for pollution prevention, reduction or dimination projects, with an emphasis on substances
which are persstent and toxic, especidly those which bioaccumulate, in the Greet Lakes basin.

Priority will be given to those projects that support the gods of the US-Canada Grest Lakes Binationa
Toxics Strategy (GLBTYS). See hitp://www.epa.gov/alnpo/bng/sirategy.html. The Strategy establishes
reduction challengesfor twelve “Level I” persstent toxic substances: dkyl-lead, benzo(a)pyrene [B(a)P],
hexachlorobenzene (HCB), dioxins and furans, mercury, octachlorostyrene (OCS), polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs), and five canceled pesticides (aldrirvdidldrin, chlordane, DDT, mirex, and toxaphene). The US has
aso identified “Levd 11" substances for pollution prevention activities: 1,2,3,4-tetrachlorobenzene; 1,2,4,5
tetrachlorobenzene; pentachlorobenzene; hexachl orobutadiene; and hexachl orocyclohexanes.

We are paticularly interested in the following projects:

< Source characterization: Assessment of potential sources of persistent biocaccumulative toxic substances.

< Indicators of progress toward virtua dimination of persistent bioaccumulative toxic substances.

< Proper digposd of persstent bioaccumulative toxic substances.

< Foger adoption of innovative products that would reduce the use and release of persistent bioaccumulative
toxic substances and that are consistent with the principles of EPA’s Environmental ly-Preferable
Purchasing Program (see http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/epp ).

< Implementation of projects/actions delivering toxic reductions/pollution prevention in sectors targeted by
the GLBTS. Expected environmenta outcomes must be quantified.

< Fogter adoption of green technologies. In this context, green technology involves reducing or eiminating
the use or generation of persistent bioaccumulative toxic substances - including feedstocks, reagents,
solvents, products and byproducts-during design, manufacture and use of chemicd products and
processes. (Theam of this project is not technology development. We seek projects which advance a
developed technology within society, including identification of public policies which would speed the

" Planning Target - the actual amount of funded projects may differ for reasons including
budget changes mandated by law or executive order, Agency requirements related to devel opment of
annual operating plans, or the number and quality of meritorious, technically qualified Proposals.

10



December, 2001 FY 2002-2003 Great Lakes Request for Proposals

gpread of environmentaly kind technologies.)

Project Selection Criteria. All Proposds submitted under this Section B will be evaluated under the
Generd Criteria gpecified in Part V and the following Specific Criteriafor Pollution Prevention and Reduction
projects. GLNPO will favor Proposals for projects which:

A Arelisted above.

A Indude an evauation of the potentid reductions of pollutants in the environment

A Jointly target common goals under the Great Lakes Binationa Toxics Strategy and the LaMPs.

In this solicitation, specia consderation is being given to projects in support of the Lakewide Management
Plans published in Spring 2000. For that purpose, GLNPO has established atarget of about $40,000 per
Lake, potentialy available to fund projects which will support the pollution prevention/reduction gods of the
LaMPs. Because only meritorious, technically qudified projects will be sdlected, there is no guarantee that
the target amount will be redized for each Lake. Lake-specific Proposas not selected as described in this
paragraph will be consdered dong with the pool of other Proposals. The Pollution Prevention and Reduction
priorities for each Lake are:

- LakeErieand S.Clair/Lake S. Clair/Detroit River basins. Projects addressng the chemicas
associated with the beneficid use impairments as identified by the Lake Erie LaMP (PCBs, mercury,
PAHS, lead, chlordane, dioxins, DDE/DDT, mirex) with priority given to projectsinvolving PCBs and
mercury or which reduce the release of atrazine to the waters of Lake Erie.

- Lake Ontario, &. Lawrence River and Niagara River basins. Projects which:

(i) address pollutants identified in the 1998 Stage | Lake Ontario LaMP (PCBs, DDTs, mercury, mirex,
diedrin, dioxins), and emerging toxics such as PBDE aswell as projects dong the Niagara River which
address the priority toxicsidentified in the Niagara River Toxics Management Plan.

(i1) reduce mercury or other pollutants by building upon, or initiating projects Smilar in concept to auto
mercury switch/ thermometer replacement; mercury collections from medica stuations; eectronic
equipment and pesticide collections and education; demonstrate innovative technologies for control of
pollutant loadings from the watershed.

- Lake Michigan Basin. Innovative, demonstr ation projects which:

(i) address dioxin and other pollutants formed from "burning trash in barrels.”
(i1) further agricultural clean sweep efforts.
(i) collect PCB and Mercury materias in urban environments.

- Lake Superior Basin. Projectswhich:

(i) address the chemicals identified as critica pollutants; PCBs, dioxins, DDT and metabolites, toxaphene,
chlordane, aldrin/dieldrin, mercury, hexachlorobenzene and octachlorostyrene.

(ii) place specid emphasis on mercury reduction through the two major sources of environmenta releasein
the Lake Superior basin, energy production (electric utility sector) and taconite mining and ore processing,
in order to meet the chemical load reduction schedules set in the Lake Superior LaM P 2000 document.
(iii) address in-basin load estimates of mercury, dioxin and hexachlorobenzene that have alow degree of
confidence but may represent a significant portion of the load from the Stage 2 and 3 inventories (e.g.,
smdl incinerators, treated wood or mercury products in the solid waste stream).

11
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- LakeHuron basin. The Lake Huron Initiative hasidentified priority pollutants which should receive
specid atention for pollution prevention and reduction efforts, including PCBs, Chlordane, Dioxin,
Mercury.

Contacts. EMarie Phillips (312-886-6034/ phillips.emarie@epa.gov )

Further information:; Please see http://www.epa.gov/alnpo/p2.html

C. Ecological (Habitat) Protection and Restoration - $450,000°. GLNPO will fund

projects that demonstrate new and innovative practices and tools for protecting and restoring aquetic,

terrestrid, and wetland ecosystems. When devel oping Proposals, Applicants should consider concepts from

the State of the Lakes Ecosystem Conferences (SOLEC) and from previoudy funded GLNPO projects.

SOLEC and find grant report documentsareat < http://mww.on.ec.gc.calsolec/indicators2000-e.html > and

<http:/Mww.epa.gov/glnpo/ecopage/> respectively. Applicants should note that:

- Acquistion projects will not be considered.

- Bagnwide projects, projects having large-scade implications for the Greet Lakes ecosystem, are
encouraged. Proposas must indicate specific project outcomes as well as identify workplan contents.

- Regiond projects must be consstent with Lakewide Management Plan priorities as described below, with
Tribd priorities, or with Biodiversity Invesment Area development as described in the SOLEC 2000,
Shordine Biodiversity Investment Area Integration paper (available from
wWww.epa.gov/glnpo/solec/2000/day2/index.html ).

- Locd or ste-specific projects must demonstrate innovative measures to protect or restore, and define
expected outcomes.

Project Selection Criteria. All Proposas submitted under this Section C will be evaluated under the
Generd Criteriagpecified in Part V and the following Specific Criteriafor ecologicd (habitat) protection and
restoration projects. GLNPO is requesting Proposas for projects which will:

Have biologica importance on aregiond or globa scae.

Test new techniques or approaches to protection or restoration.

|dentify and report on demonstrated environmentd results.

Incorporate an education or outreach component.

Create new partnerships.

Impact asignificant number of acres of aguetic, wetland, riverine, and terrestrid habitat.

To To Do Io Do P>

In this solicitation, specia consderation is being given to projects in support of the Lakewide Management
Plans published in Spring 2000. For that purpose, GLNPO has established atarget of about $50,000 per

" Planning Target - the actual amount of funded projects may differ for reasons including
budget changes mandated by law or executive order, Agency requirements related to devel opment of
annual operating plans, or the number and quality of meritorious, technically qualified Proposals.

12
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Lake, potentidly available to fund projects which will support the habitat gods of the LaMPs. Because only
meritorious, technicaly qudified projects will be selected, there is no guarantee that the target amount will be
redlized for each Lake. Lake-specific Proposals not selected as described in this paragraph will be
consdered dong with the pool of other Proposals. The Habitat priorities for each Lake are identified in the
requests below:

- LakeErieand S.Clair/Lake S. Clair/Detroit River basins. Proposalsfor projects which:

1. Gather information leading to the development of ecosystem indicators and measures for gppropriate
wildlife species and habitat (particularly coastd wetlands). Projects should consider both LaMP and
SOLEC indicator work.

2. Monitor projects listed in the Lake Erie LaMP, following up on completed work for the purpose of
measuring results.

- Lake Ontario, &. Lawrence River and Niagara River basins. Proposas for projects which:

1. Assig the Four Partiesto address the loss of fish and wildlife habitat use imparment identified in the
1998 Stage | LakeOntario LaMP such as:

- Theimplementation of new habitat protection or retoration projects,

- Anassessment and mapping of agquatic and/or wildlife habitat in the Lake Ontario basin; mapping of
mink populations in the Lake Ontario basin as either aU.S. or abinationd (USCanadian) project;

- Gathering information leading to development of ecosystem indicators and measures for gppropriate
wildlife species (such as osprey, benthos) and habitat (nearshore or coastal wetlands or other).
Projects should consider both LaMP and SOLEC indicator work.

2. Inthe NiagaraRiver and St. Lawrence River basin, address the loss of fish and wildlife habitat,
including an assessment of habitat and on the ground projects to restore/protect/enhance habitat.

- Lake Michigan Basin. The Lake Michigan Team is seeking Proposals for projects which:

1. Demondtrate, in the coastd area of the Lake or mgjor tributaries, brownfield to habitat restoration,
development of loca restoration priorities and plans that utilize and/or add to the Lake Michigan
Habitat on-line GIS Atlas, and in urban aress, utilize the Chicago Wilderness biodiversity plan modd.

2. Protect and/or restore wetlands and other nearshore features important to the health and spawning of
Lake Michigan agquatic species.

- Lake Superior Basin. The Lake Superior Team is seeking Proposals for projects which:

1. Restore streamvtributary habitat so as to produce a stable tributary environment. Restore both the land
and water interface, and have a connection to an ongoing monitoring and evauation project. Promote
the achievement of Great Lakes Fisheries Commission fish community objectives.

2. Implement restoration or protection recommendations from watershed or forest sewardship
management plans which are multi-jurisdictiond.

3. Restore lost or degraded ecologica components or processes in Lake Superior forest communities
(including a strong educetiond/outreach component directed towards both the genera public and land
managers)

4. Make available local sources of plant materid (seeds and seedlings) for restoration or vegetation
management projects.

5. Protect or restore rare ecologica communities (e.g., pine barrens).

- LakeHuron Basin. Proposds are requested for projects which:

13
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Support the gods and objectives outlined by the Internationd Alvar Initiative.

Demondtrate the connection between coastal marshes and the fishery.

3. Invedtigate the impacts of dams and identifies potential efforts to restore naturd flows and increase
tributary fish spawning habitat.

4. Enhance the ongoing binationd GIS development to include openwater, nearshore, and terrestria
habitats.

5. Develop and implement comprehendgive nutrient management plans that address critical pollutants

identified in the Lake Huron Initiative Action Plan, including but not limited to phosphorus, soil eroson

and pathogens.

N

Contact: Karen Rodriguez (312-353-2690/ rodriguez.karen@epa.gov )

Proposds for the development of specified Habitat Indicators are being sought pursuant to Section E. See
Appendix 111 for adescription of other GLNPO Habitat-related funding opportunities, including the Coastd
Wetlands Consortium and conference support.

D. Invasive Species - $300,000". GLNPO will provide assistance to address invasive (non-
indigenous) aguatic and terrestrid speciesin the Great Lakes Basin with an emphasis on prevention. This
priority is proposed to be funded using Congressiondly directed funding.

We are particularly interested in the following projects, with the highest priority given to the first three topic

aress.

1. Development and demondtration of strong and innovative programs (education and outreach, new
technology, or biologica) to prevent the introduction of new invasive species (aquatic or terrestrid) into the
Gresat Lakes Basin.

2. Development and demondtration of strong and innovative programs to control the spread of invasive
gpecies within and from the Gresat Lakes Basin.

3. Projectsthat allow for the prediction of new invadersinto the Greet Lakes Basin and the devel opment of

contingency plans to address these potentia invaders.

Documenting ecologica impacts of invasive species on the Great Lakes Basin food web.

Documenting the economic impacts or potentia economic impacts of invasive species dready in the Gresat

LakesBagn.

6. Projectswhich identify chemicd, physical, and biologica conditions that promote the establishment of
invasve species.

oa &

" Planning Target - the actual amount of funded projects may differ for reasons including
budget changes mandated by law or executive order, Agency requirements related to devel opment of
annual operating plans, or the number and quality of meritorious, technically qualified Proposals.
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Project Selection Criteria. GLNPO's Proposd evauation will consider priorities associated with invasive
species for geographic areas within the Great Lakes, particularly those of Lakewide Management Plans,
however, as funding for this category is limited, emphasis will be placed on projects of Greet Lakes Baan-
wide applicability. All Proposas submitted under this Section D will be evaluated under the Genera Criteria
specified in Part V aswdl as the following Specific Criteria

A Potentid for project to benefit the Great L akes ecosystem.

A Transferability across the Great Lakes Basin and beyond.

A Potentid to advance government and private partnerships and community involvement.

Contact: Marc Tuchman (312-353-1369/ tuchman.marc@epa.gov )

E. Habitat Indicator Development - $150,000". In order to better fulfill its misson under the
Gresat Lakes Water Qudity Agreement for the restoration and maintenance of the chemicd, physicd, and
biologicd integrity of the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem, GLNPO is seeking directed projects which further
develop, define, test or otherwise implement the following underdevel oped habitat indicators:

- 8129 area qudlity and protection of specia lakeshore communities: sand dunes

- 8134 nearshore plant and wildlife problem species

- 8150 breeding bird diversty and abundance

These habitat indicator s have been selected for reporting at the biennial State of the Lakes Ecosystem
Conferences (SOLEC). They are intended to be easily understood and objectively represent the condition of
the Great Lakes ecosystem components. The information generated is targeted toward making better
management decisions concerning the restoration and maintenance of Greet Lakes ecosystem hedth. The
three habitat indicators for which proposd's are now being sought each require further refinement,
identification and testing of methodology, data collection, establishment of monitoring programs, or other
efforts to bring the information forward for reporting at SOLEC. Complete descriptions for the indicators can
be found at: <http://www.on.ec.gc.calsolec/indicators2000-e.html>.

GLNPO is not consdering Proposals for other indicator development work at this time, except as they may
relate to the other funding categories for this Funding Guidance. Any Proposds for that work should be
submitted to those other categories.

The purpose of projects funded in this category is to demonsirate the utility of sdlected indicators across the
Great Lakesbasin. Applicants seeking funding for indicator devel opment research should pursue funding
from USEPA'’s Office of Research and Development. Additiond information isavailable a <
http://es.epagov/ncergalrfa >.

" Planning Target - the actual amount of funded projects may differ for reasons including
budget changes mandated by law or executive order, Agency requirements related to devel opment of
annual operating plans, or the number and quality of meritorious, technically qualified Proposals.
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Project Selection Criteria. All funding for this category isintended to support habitat indicators. The
targeted amount will not be used to fund routine or long term monitoring activities. All Proposa's submitted
under this Section E will be evauated under the Generd Criteria specified in Part V. In addition, evauations
will consder the following Specific Criteria

A How well doesthe project support the SOLEC indicators identified above?

A Strategic importance of the indicator in making management decisions concerning the restoration and
maintenance of Great Lakes ecosystem hedlth.

Degree to which the indicator(s) will be refined and implemented on a basin-wide scae.

| dentification of the environmental measurements to be made: where, how often, by what methodol ogies?
Suitability of proposed indicator features and illustrations.

Feashility of collecting and analyzing required data, whether obtained from existing sources or by new
monitoring efforts.

Assessment of the gpplicability of the indicator to the ecosystem component it is supposed to reflect.
Potentid for establishing cogt-efficient, sandard protocols for continuing or future monitoring efforts.
Potentia to obtain commitments for long term monitoring based on the established protocols. (The
Proposa should identify who would do the necessary monitoring - GLNPO is not likely to do s0.)

To Io Do I

To To Do

Contact:  Karen Rodriguez (312-353-2690/ rodriguez. karen@epa.gov )

F. Strategic or Emerging Issues - $100,000°. In order to better fulfill its misson under the
Greet Lakes Water Quality Agreement for the restoration and maintenance of the chemicd, physicd, and
biologica integrity of the Grest Lakes Basin Ecosystem, GLNPO is seeking one to three innovative Great
Lakes environmental projects which deal with strategic or emerging issues of basn-wide importance.

We expect that projectsin this areawould:

- not fit neatly under other existing GLNPO funding categories (i.e. Contaminated Sediments, Pollution
Prevention, Ecologica Protections and Restoration, Invasive Species, and Indicator Development) but
might contain eements of one or more of those categories,

- address assessment, causes and/or effects of chemica or biological pollutants not in the regulatory
“maingream;”

- cut across or overlap two or more of the foregoing areas; or

- address some other unanticipated area.

We especidly encourage projects which identify and propose solutions/mitigetion for strategic or emerging
issues of Great Lakes Basin-wide gpplicability, particularly if they are being identified through the Lakewide

" Planning Target - the actual amount of funded projects may differ for reasonsincluding
budget changes mandated by law or executive order, Agency requirements related to devel opment of
annual operating plans, or the number and quality of meritorious, technically qualified Proposals.
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Management Plans and geographic initiatives (such as the Remedia Action Plans for Areas of Concern).

Aress of particular interest include:

< investigating chemicas of potentid environmental concern such as polybrominated flame retardants,
pharmaceuticals, and endocrine disruptors.

< human hedth and food web concerns (for example, avian botulism in Lake Erie).

€C0N0oMmiC ISSUeEsS.

< environmental impacts of lower lake levels.

N

Project Selection Criteria. Funding for this category has been reduced to alow support for the Lake Erie

initiative to address Lake Erie anoxia described in Appendix I11. The emphasis for this category will thus be

for projects of Great Lakes Basn-wide gpplicability. Evauationswill to some extent depend on the type of

projects submitted; however, dl Proposals submitted under this Section F will be evaluated under the Generd

Criteria specified in Part VV as wel asthe following Specific Criteria

A Potentid to further the restoration and maintenance of the chemicd, physica, and biologica integrity of the
Great Lakes Basn Ecosystem.

A Transferability across the Great Lakes Basin and beyond.

A Strategic importance.

Contacts. Paul Horvatin (312-353-3612/ horvatin.paul @epa.gov )/Michagl Russ (312-886-4013/
russmichael @epa.gov )
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Appendix 1

“Line-by-Line” Instructions for PSS2002 Data Entry
(Tabs refer to data entry in the Proposal Submission System)

APPLICANT INFORMATION (TAB1)
Applicant. Enter Applicant (Organization) Name, Contact
Person's Title (choose one from the drop-down list), Contact
Person's Name, Address, City, State (choose one from the drop-
down list), Phone, Fax, and E-mail. For Phone and Fax numbers,
enter the 10-digit number without any punctuation, spaces, etc.
Type of Organization. Choose one from adrop-down list
including: State; Interstate Agency or Commission; Sub-state or
special purpose district; County; Municipality; Federal Agency;
College or University; Tribal Organization; Federally funded
research and devel opment center; or Other.

PROJECT SUMMARY INFORMATION (TAB 2)
Project Title. No more than 60 characters.
Abstract. One paragraph synopsis which can stand alone asa
project description.
Duration. Specify project duration from 0.5 years up to 2 years
(select from the spin-box list).
Category. Choose only 1 from a drop-down list including: (i)
Contaminated Sediments; (ii) Pollution Prevention and
Reduction (GLBTYS); (iii) Ecological (Habitat) Protection and
Restoration; (iv) Invasive Species; (vi) Habitat Indicator
Development; or (vi) Strategic or Emerging Issues. Do not
submit the same project to multiple categories.
Rank Within Category. Only for multiple Proposals being
submitted within the same project category from the same
organization. To only befilled in after rank is assigned by the
organization's coordinator.

GEOGRAPHIC APPLICABILITY (TAB 3)
Applicable State. Select Great Lakes State(s) which would be
most impacted by this project. (Click on appropriate boxes).
Applicable Lake Basin. Identify Lake Basin(s) which would be
most impacted by this project. (Click on appropriate boxes.)
Applicable Geographic Initiative. If applicable, identify
geographic initiative which would be most impacted by this
project. (Click on box for Greater Chicago, Northeast Ohio, NW
Indiana, Southeast Michigan, or Lake St. Clair.)
Applicable Areas of Concern. Identify the Areas of Concern
affected by the Project: Choose the primary affected Area of
Concern from the drop-down list. List any othersin the field
entitled "Other Affected AOCs."

PROBLEM STATEMENT (TAB 4)
Problem Statement. Describe the issue that will be addressed
and its relevance to the Great Lakes, particularly to needs and
priorities (especially in LaMPs and RAPs) for Lakes, AOCs, and
other geographic initiatives.

Proposed Wor k/Outcome. Outline what will be done and how.
Describe anticipated environmental results, referencing affected
pollutants, industry sectors, economic impacts, habitats, and/or
Species.

Additional Information. Estimate chemicals “collected or
prevented” for Contaminated Sediments and Pollution
Prevention and Reduction projects. State the number of acres of
aquatic, wetland, riverine, and terrestrial Great Lakes habitat to
be positively impacted for Habitat projects.

PROJECT MILESTONES(TAB 5)
Milestones. Specify milestones and/or final products and
projected due dates (Month/Year, in MM/YYYY format). You
may describe up to 8 milestones/final products, including Project
Start and End. Please be aware that if you submit an Application
Package in May, your project could begin in June; however,
most usually begin in September or October.

EJEEDUCATION APPLICABILITY (TAB 6)
Environmental Justice. Check box and include a description if
part of the project addresses “Environmental Justice.”
Education/Outreach Component. Check box, if the project
includes an education/outreach component. |f applicable,
describe the target audience and how that group would be
impacted by the project in the field entitled " Education/Outreach
Description”.

PROJECT BUDGET (TAB 7)
Budget. Fill in the applicable budget items in the table to show
how Federal funds and non-Federal matching funds will be used
for personnel/salaries, fringe benefits, travel, equipment,
supplies, contract costs, construction, and other costs. (Federal
applicants should show the GLNPO request as “ Federal” and
their contribution as “non-Federal.”) Y ou may include a separate
line for indirect costsif your organization has in place (or will
negotiate) an "indirect cost rate" from a cognizant Federal
agency. Budget should represent the total which would be
requested from GLNPO for the project's duration (up to two
years). Funding will be awarded as a"lump sum" and is not
assured for subsequent years. Do not include commas when
entering the budget amounts. Totals will be calculated
automatically or by pressing “calculate.”

OTHER SOURCES OF FUNDING (TAB 8)
Other Funding. If others are expected to contribute funds to
your Project, list the Name of the Providers, Amounts Provided,
and Commitments made by each.
COLLABORATION (TAB 9)
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Collabor ation/Community-based Support. Describe plans and
status of collaboration amongst the public, private, and
independent sectors. Evidence of support will be required as

part of any subsequent Application Package submittal.

Appendix I

USEPA CONTACTSFOR GREAT LAKESPRIORITIES

USEPA'’srole in the Great Lakes is to steer the U.S. Great Lakes effort and to provide timely technical support and
assistance, coordinating not only with U.S. partners, but also with Canadian counterparts. Our Great Lakes efforts are thus

organized in a nested structure.

- USEPA’s Great Lakes Nationa Program Office (GLNPO) steers and coordinates activities at a Basin-wide level.

- Regiona Teams and Programs steer and coordinate activities focusing on four of the five Great Lakes, their AOCs, and
other targeted geographic areas. In Region 5, the Regional Teams serve leadership and coordinating roles. They
influence funding decisions of USEPA media programs, such as Air, Water, and Waste, as well as National Initiatives,
such as Brownfields. They can aso help identify funding sources and priorities for LaMPs, RAPs, and other initiatives.

- Coordination and integration of State, Tribal, and Federal environmental programs is intended to be accomplished through
Environmental Performance Partnership Agreements. Projects can also be developed outside of that structure.

Contacts for Programs and Teams who can best provide information about their Great Lakes priorities and funding
opportunities are listed below. (See aso the funding opportunities charts at <http://www.epa.gov/seahome/resources/ > and
www.epa.gov/glnpo/fund/2002guid/Roadmap2002b.pdf) Since evaluations of the GLNPO Proposals will take into account
recommendations on specific needs and priorities of geographic areas in the Great Lakes, particularly those of LaMPs and
RAPs, we especialy encourage consultations. Note that e-mail addresses use the convention

“lastname.firsthname@epa.gov”.

GLNPO:

- Contaminated Sediments: Marc Tuchman (312-353-1369)

- Pollution Prevention and Reduction: EMarie Phillips (312-886-6034)
- Habitat (Ecological) Protection: Karen Rodriguez (312-353-2690)

- Invasive Species: Marc Tuchman (312-353-1369)

- Indicator Development: Paul Bertram (312-353-0153)

- Strategic or Emerging Issues. Paul Horvatin (312-353-3612)

- http://www.epa.gov/alnpo/fund/glf.html.

USEPA REGION 2 (INCLUDING NY)
- BarbaraBelasco (212-637-3848)

USEPA REGION 3 (INCLUDING PA)
- Larry Merrill (215-814-5452)

REGION 5 (INCLUDING IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, AND WI) “PRIORITY
APPROACH” TEAMS

- Sediments: Bonnie Eleder (312-886-4885)

- Toxics Reduction: Dan Hopkins (312-886-5994)

- Ecosystem: John Perrecone (312-353-1149)

- Environmental Justice: Karla Owens (312-886-5993)

REGION 5“PRIORITY GEOGRAPHIC/PLACE” TEAMS
- L. Erie Danid O'Riordan (312-886-7981)

L. Michigan: Judy Beck (312-353-3849)

- L. Superior: Elizabeth LaPlante (312-353-2694)

- Northeast Ohio: Lyn Luttner (440-250-1711)

- Greater Chicago: Mardi Klevs (312-353-5490)

- NW Indiana: Sally Swanson (312-353-8512)

- SE Michigan: Laura Lodisio (312-886-7090)

REGION 5 WATER PROGRAM

Great LakesRAP/LaMP funds

- Harlan Hirt (312-353-4378)

Nonpoint Sour ce Pollution

- Thomas Davenport (312-886-0209)

Drinking Water

- William Spaulding (312-886-9262)

Water Pollution Control - State and I nter state Program Support.
- Headquarters - Carol Crow (202-260-0644)

- Regiond - Gene Wojcik (312-886-0174)

AIR PROGRAM

Region 5 - Carlton Nash (312-886-6030)
Region 2 - Raymond Werner (212-637-3706)
HQ - Randy McDonald (919-541-5402)

SUPERFUND PROGRAM
Region 5 - James Hahnenberg (312-353-4213)
www.epa.gov/R5Super/

Brownfields

Region 5: Deborah Orr (312-886-7576)
Region 3: Tom Stolle (215-814-3129)
Region 2: Larry D'Andrea (212-637-4314)

RCRA WASTE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
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Region 5: General 83011 - Richard Traub (312-353-8319); Haz. waste
minimization/solid waste mgnt - Mary Setnicar (312-886-0976)

Region 3: Paul Gotthold (215-814-3410)

Region 2: Ray Basso (212-637-4109) / Michael Infurna (212-637-4177)

Pollution Prevention

Region 5: Phil Kaplan 312-353-4669
Region 3: Jeff Burke 215-814-2761
Region 2: Deborah Freeman 212-637-3584

PESTICIDES/TOXIC SUBSTANCES.

Region 5: Seth Diblee (312-356-5992) for Toxics; Margaret Jones (312-
353-5790) for Ag. Clean Sweeps

Region 3: Harry Daw (215-814-3244) for pesticides, lead, and ashestos;
Aguanetta Dickens (215-814-2080) for PCBs and EPCRA

Region 2: Adrian Enache (732-321-6771) for Pesticides, David Greenlaw
for Toxics (908-321-6817)

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION.

HQ: Diane Berger/Sheri Jojokian (202-260-8619)
Region5:  Megan Gavin (312-353-5282)

Region 3:  Nan ldes (215-814-5546)

Region 2:  Teresalppolito (212-637-3671)

GREAT LAKESRESEARCH.
Inhouse research:  Steven Bradbury (218-529-5025)
Science to Achieve Results (STAR) http://es.epa.gov/ncergal

Appendix 11
OTHER GLNPO ACTIVITIES AND FUNDING

GLNPO is actively involved in numerous Grest Lakes activities. In the aress referenced below, we will coordinate at the
Federal, State, Tribal, and loca levels to ensure that these projects and resources are appropriately targeted to achieve
mutual objectives. Staff are also available for consultation in these aress.

* Lake ecosystem indicator s. Through aimospheric deposition monitoring of toxics, monitoring of toxics levelsin Great
Lakes fish, and open lake monitoring in each Greet Lake for nutrient concentrations (using EPA's research vessels),
GLNPO will provide trend and basdline data to support and target remedid efforts and to measure environmental
progress. Open lake and nearshore monitoring of benthic communities will help assess the hedlth of and changesin the
Gresat Lakesfood chain. Additional information is available from Paul Horvatin (312-353-3612), Chief of GLNPO's
Monitoring, Indicators, and Reporting Branch.

* LakeErielnitiative: GLNPO will be issuing a separate request for proposals early in 2002 to address recent
changesin the Lake Erie ecosystem. The centra basin of Lake Erie is experiencing increased hypoxia (low oxygen
levels) in its bottom waters, concurrent with arise in the total phosphorus content of the water. There are aso reports
of increasing abundance in blue-green dgae in the western basin, and growths of Cladophora near the shoreline. The
abundance, digtribution and ecologicd effects of zebra mussdls, round goby, and other invasive species may be
implicated. These changes raise concern about the state of the Lake Erie ecosystem within the Great Lakes community
and were the subject of a December, 2001 workshop. GLNPO will address these issues by supporting research and
modeling with time aboard the R/V Lake Guardian, and additiona support for selected areas of research criticd to an
understanding of the recent changes. Additiona information is available from Paul Horvatin (312-353-3612), Chief of
GLNPO's Monitoring, Indicators, and Reporting Branch.



Shared Ship Time. The USEPA, GLNPO ship, the R/V Lake Guardian will be conducting surveys of dl the lakes
thisyear. If your research requires Greet Lakes sampling that is compatible with our survey schedule and requires only
small additions of time to the surveys, please contact Glenn Warren (312-886-2405) to discuss how we may be able to
accommodate your needs. The tentative schedule for the R/V Lake Guardian will be posted at: <
www.epa.gov/glnpo/quard/schedule 2002.html >

Great Lakes Education Course. GLNPO is requesting proposas for use of the R/V Lake Guardian during June or
July of 2002, to conduct an educational course designed to teach undergraduates, graduate students, or teachers about
the physica, chemicd, and biological components of the Great Lakes ecosystem. GLNPO would provide the ship time
aswdl astwo environmenta scientists. The recipient of the award would be responsible for designing the course,
providing at least two ingtructors, advertisng through appropriate venues, and performing associated adminidrative
functions. Specid preference will be given to recipients who can attract adiverse pool of sudents, from across the
Great Lakes basn and maintain uniform tuition for students. Applications must be submitted by January 4, 2002. See
<http://Mmww.epagov/glnpo/fund/rfp/quardian2002.html > to gpply. For additiona information, contact David
Rockwell (312-353-1373 or rockwell.david@epa.gov).

Manage and provide public accessto Great L akes data. EPA'sintegrated Great Lakesinformation system,
developed by GLNPO and its State and Federd partners, will ddiver LMMB, and other, scientifically sound, easily
ble environmentd information to decison makers and the public by traditional means and viathe Internet.
GLNPO will pilot techniques to provide public accessto LMMB dataviathe Internet. Additiona information is
available from Pranas Pranckevicius (312-353-3437), leader of GLNPO's Information Management Team.

Great Lakes Coastal Wetlands Consortium. GLNPO awarded $400,000 in 2000 and in 2001 for a Coastal
Wetlands Consortium of ingtitutions/organizations headed by the Grest Lakes Commission and representing a
binational, multi-disciplinary, broad-based consortium of Great Lakes wetland scientists. The ultimate god of the work
to be accomplished through the Consortium will be along-term program, based on SOLEC Coasta Wetlands and
related indicators, that monitors Gresat Lakes coastal wetlands consistently and alows a scientifically-sound assessment
of their ecologicd integrity. An additional $400,000 is expected to be awarded in 2002 for Coastal Wetlands
Consortium projects. Additiona information is available from Duane Heaton (312-886-6399).

Ecological Protection and Restoration Conferences. $100,000 is available in smal amounts, through grant or
procurement requests, to co-sponsor appropriate conferences and publication reprints. Funding requests are reviewed
by GLNPO on afirg-come, first serve basis throughout the year and as long as money is available. Additiond
information is available from Karen Rodriguez (312-353-2690).

Grants Servicing Intermediary. GLNPO proposes to issue arequest for proposals to select an intermediary
organization for making and administering grant sub-awards in the areas of habitat and/or invasive pecies. This
organization would receive an award from GLNPO, and make subawards to the applicants for the habitat and/or
invasive species projects selected in this year' s competitive process. The grants servicing intermediary would be
known before application packages would be requested for the Funding Guidance proposals. Applicants for habitat
and invasive species projects would be requested to provide necessary application materids to the grants servicing
intermediary.



